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WHY THIS SPACE

When a retired military couple who had been living in Hawaii and Japan moved to a new home nestled on 

a spacious property in Fair Oaks Ranch, they called on designer Betsy Homan for help. “This was a new 

home for these clients and they were overwhelmed with the scale and size of the room,” she says. “They 

wanted the space to be warm and inviting.” From the moment Homan set foot in their home, perched on 

a hill in front of a windmill and surrounded by mature oak trees, she had only one objective: to make 

the space feel like theirs. With 35 years of professional experience under her belt, the San Antonio-based 

interior designer understands the importance of creating designs that speak to her clients’ personalities 

and preferences. “They have a casual lifestyle, love to entertain and have refined taste,” says Homan. Here, 

she chats about how she created this refined, comfortable and inviting space that recently garnered an 

honorable mention at the San Antonio chapter of the American Society of Interior Designers’ awards.

By MAURI ELBEL   |   Photography by MICHAEL HUNTER

What did the clients envision for this 
project? 

BH: They wanted a family room built around 
the sofa and rug they had purchased. Above all, 
they wanted the space to be warm and inviting.

How did you translate their desires 
into the design?

BH: Since the room was expansive with 
16-foot high ceilings, I brought in rich color 
high up on the walls with a 9-foot tall bookcase 
and 10 feet of rusty red linen draperies. I also 
painted the television cabinet and niche above 
in a caramel color in order to tie the wood 
floor and wood ceiling together. These moves 
helped reduce the scale of the room. It’s very 
dramatic at night when the light casts shadows 
on the turquoise Tahitian bells. I also selected 
an oversized piece of art by Caroline Korbell 
Carrington for the mantle. Bringing in color 
through various large objects helped bring the 
room to a more human scale and made it feel 
more comfortable.

What was the main inspiration in this 
space? 

BH: The tall ceilings. They were just waiting 
to for something exciting to happen to them.

Please tell us about the furniture 
selections and how the different 
pieces work together in this room. 

BH: The client had purchased the sofa and leather chair, 
as well as caramel colored high back French chairs and rug. 
So those pieces became my starting point. Then, I wanted to 
bring in texture and color through terra cotta and sage green 
with pops of turquoise to complement the rich-colored leather. 
I chose terra-cotta chairs — they are Guy Chaddock with sheep 
carved legs and hooves upholstered in Kravet high performance 
terra-cotta and camel herringbone with chocolate ultra suede 
trim. The coffee table, purchased locally, grounds the room 
with its heavy wooden top and large strap-iron legs. The Old 
Biscayne tall, rustic, sage double library unit, with its antique 
walnut wood interior, is the perfect spot to display the clients’ 
art collected from their travels. And it also provides the perfect 
complement to the warm colors in the room. 

Did you reuse or repurpose any existing furnishings 
or did you gravitate exclusively toward new items? 

BH: I love to “shop my client’s house.” You never know what 
you may find to repurpose. In this case, my client’s had a large 
red lacquered Japanese drum, which we used as an end table.
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The sculpture on the coffee table, the art above the 
mantle and the piece above the media center are 
very unique — what did you like about those pieces?  

BH: The client had the sculpture on the table and it fit 
perfectly in their ranch house. We did a lot of shopping for the 
perfect piece of art that was the right scale for the room as well 
as a subject that the client’s loved. My client found the fabulous 
turquoise patina bells hanging on an old oxen yoke in Boerne. 
They are stunning at night when lighted by spot lights.

While the sofa and chairs are simple and timeless, 
you’ve added some varying textures and prints in 
here. Tell us about that.

BH: Accent pillows always add warmth and a finishing 
touch to any room. In this case the animal prints and brush 
fringe add contrast to the sofa and chairs and pull the colors 
together across the room.

Reflecting back on what the space was like before, 
what would you say your favorite thing about it is 
now? 

BH: From before to after, my favorite addition to this room 

is the painted media cabinet and niche. It’s just 
so amazing how it ties the floor and ceiling 
together, keeps the room from looking too large 
and recedes into the background making the 
fireplace the focal point.

If you could give folks one piece of 
advice when it comes to making 
oversized spaces feel livable, what 
would it be?

BH: I would tell them not to be afraid to use 
large, tall pieces which tend to bring scale to 
the room. Scale –– and using color –– is what’s 
going to create a warm, inviting space. 

From a design standpoint, why does 
this space work?

BH: One of the reasons why this space 
works is because as you enter the house you see 
through the furnishings to the fabulous pool 
and outdoor entertaining area. The room is 
open and airy with great flow around the island 
of furniture. The colors and textures are warm 
and inviting whether the homeowners are 
having a quiet family night watching television 
or they are entertaining a large group. v
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